


The First Christmas

Now in those days a decree went out from

Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of
“all the inhabited earth. This was the first

census taken while Quirinius was governor

~ [Roman consul] of Syria: And everyone
“= . was on his way toregistér for the census,

g ~each to his own,city'. Luke 2;1-_3



- The First Christmas

Joseph also went up from Galilee, from
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city
~ of David which is called Bethlehem,
because he'was of the house and family
 of David, in order to register along with -
6 - Mary, who was engaged to him, and was
X withchild. Luke 2:4-5 =
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Meet Mary of Nazareth

*Greek name was Maria [Mapta, MopLapt]

*Hebrew name was Miryam [077%]; named after the elder sister of
Moses and Aaron

*As 3 young teenager, she was betrothed (Hebrew erusin 1°017°X)
-to Joseph

*Like aII Jewish people, she was waiting for the promised I\/IeSS|ah
*She is described as a “virgin” in Luke 1: 27....
~ *She is called "favored one’ of the Lord in Luke1:28

o *The ange Gabrlel sald ”the Lord is with you” in Luke 1:28




Meet Joseph of Nazareth

*He is betrothed to and later husband of Mary
(Matthew 1:18) - ,

*He is called a “righteous man” in Matthew 1:19

- *He was by trade a carpenter or craftsman (Matthew
13:55) ~ |

" *Carpenter = TEKTWV tekton in New Testament Greek

M Definition: a worker in' wood, a carpenter, joiner,
O builder: a shlp S carpenter or builder; any
- - . - craftsman, or stone workman- -



The Gospels do not
specify whether
Mary and Joseph
walked or used a
donkey for
transportatlon The
Protoevangelium of
James, an
apocryphal Gospel
probably written
~about AD 145, says
that Joseph used a
| donkey to brmg
'_'I\/Iary to Bethlehem.
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Did Mary and Joseph know
the Messianic Prophecies?

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too
- little to be among the clans of Judah, from
.you One will go forth for Me to be ruler.i in
~ Israel. His goings forth are from long ago,
O’ from the days of eternlty I\/Ilcah 5:2
L wrltten about 700 B.C. |



Messiah Arrives

While they were there (in'Bethlehem),
-the days were completed for her to give
~ birth. And she (Mary) gave birth to her
_firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in
= cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because
O there was no room for them in the inn.
L . Luke 2:6-7 |
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The manger most likely was made of sfone, not

*wood. The manger was simply a feeding -
trough. Amazingly, this served as Jesus’ first bed
(., following His miraculous birth. Throughout Israel, -
0 “stone feeding troughs have been discovered by the| =~

100s. While we don’t expect anything made of ‘
I “wood to be preserved, stone feeding troughs can . —

be Stl” seen at placeS hke Meglddo and Bethlehem. . https://biblicalisraeltours.com/2014/12/the-manger/
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In the 4th 'centUry AD, Emperor Constantine

. erected a baS|I|ca over a cave in- Bethlehem

believed to be Jesus’ blrthplace ‘and this
basilica evolved into the present Church of
'the Nat|V|ty — Harper’s Bible chtlonary :




In the same region there were some
shepherds staying out in the fields and

keeping watch over their flock by night.
'And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood
_before them, and the glory of the Lord

shone around them; and they were

o terrlbly frlghtened Luke 2:8-9 -



HOPE HAS A NAME




HOPE HA







S |
Ashkelgh jenisalem ® o fothany
e Bethlehem & W8 Hyrcania |

JUDEA Herodlum'

| Sﬂh

Adora Hebron
Masada

o IDUMEA &
| Raphia T Beersheb.a

%,

Fields where shepherds watched their fIk Wwere just
ogt5|de_ the village of Bejchlehem, to the southeast.



- Shepherds’ Field in Bethlehem
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- But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for behold, | bring
you sood news of great joy which
“will be for all the people

Luke 2 10



- “for today in the city of David
there has been born for you a

‘Savior, Who S Chrlst the Lord.”
| Luke 2 11 |
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“This will be a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in.cloths and

lying in a manger.” And suddenly
~ there appeared with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host

praising God and saying,
Luke 2:12- 13 R
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What do the angels say?
What do we need this Christmas?

“Glory to God in the highest, and on éarth

peace among men with whom He is pleased.”

 Luke 2:14 (NAS)

Glory to Godin the hlghest heaven, peace on-

earth to people He favors
Luke 2:14 (HCSB)
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When the angels had gone away from them
into heaven, the shepherds began saying to
one another, “Let us go straight to Bethlehem

then, and see this thing that has happened

which the Lord has made known to us.” So

 they came in-a hurry and found their way to

* Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay in-
the manger. When they had seen this, they
made known the statement which had been
‘told them about this Child. Luke 2:15-17
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HOPE HAS A NAME




HOP!

And all who
-~ heard it
wondered at
the things
which were
told them by -

‘the shepherds.

'Luke 2;18



But Mary treasured all these things,
pondering them in her heart. The
shepherds went back, glorifying and
~ praising God for all that they had
. ‘heard and seen, just as had been told
‘ them Luke 2: 19 20 S



Last Sunday...

For a child will be born to us, a son
will be given to us; and the
government will rest on His
- shoulders; and His hame will be
" called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty.
O God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
~.Peace. Isalah 9: 6 |



. . Today...

“for today in the city of David
there has been born for you a
“Savior, who is Chrlst the Lord g

' Luke 2. 11 ' -



OP|

H

“A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”

*Savior
| owTNp soter
*Christ
Xptotoq Chr/stos
lord - .-
. kUplog kurios



What do you think is the most important problem facing this country today?

Diseases  Ccoronavirus 21%

Dissatisfaction with government /Poor
leadership

Immigration

Unifying the country
Economy in general

Judicial system /Courts /Laws
Race relations,/Racism

Situation in Afghanistan

September 2021

https://www.statista.com/statistics/323380/public-
opinion-on-the-most-important-problem-facing-the-us/

Environment /Pollution /Climate change

Unemployment, Jobs




What do you think is the most important problem facing this country today?

We have forgotten OR we have chosen to
ignore OR we were never taught

“for today in the city of David there
" has been born for you a Savior, who .
= . is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11

O
= o



“A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”

e A Savior to deliver us from this mess

A Christ (a Messiah) who left heaven to
- come live among us on earth

"«A Lord who has the wisdom to
o} understand our problems and the power
T  to overcome the darkness



“A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”
Savior

‘This Christmas, we n.eed-someone who-can
.exchange our troubled past for a peaceful
~ future. We need a deliverer who knows the
future because the present’is so depressmg
O Weneedall ht i th d k
T ght in the darkness.



“A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”
Christ

-Thls Christmas, we long for access to the
_Creator God. We have been disappointed by
. so many leaders. By. faith, we. can receivean -
0 introduction to the God of the universe from
T the Anointed One. |



“A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”
Lord

This Christmas, as we hope to make better
choices and wiser decisions, we look for a
~ trustworthy guide on this spiritual journey. We ,
G realize that our decisions and the advice from
O other troubled people have led us to despair.
“We don’t need a peer, we need the Lord.



If you need Hope, He has a name.
He is c,aILed Savior, Christ, Lord.

It you need Hope, He has a name.
His name in English is Jesus.
His name in Hebrew is Yeshua.

Do you know Him?,-
Do you know Hope?




.~ “A Savior, who is Christ the Lord”

Our prayer for you this Christmas...
“*Surrender to the Savior
" «Become a true follower of Christ-

O *Make Jesus the'Lord of your life



