


As followers of Jesus in today’s culture, we
assume we have the options to:

*Pretend
*lgnore
*Hope

Instead, the Savior Called us to ACT



Followers of Jesus are Called to ACT as...

*Subjects of the King (Leviticus 19)
*Fishers of Men (Matthew 4)
*Makers of Disciples (Matthew 28)



Last week...

Citizens of Heaven

Philippians 3



For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who
will transform the body of our humble state into
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion
of the power that He has even to subject all things to

Himself. Philippians 3:20-21

*|1 don’t have to reject or ignore my earthly
citizenship — my earthly citizenship should reflect my

heavenly citizenship
*Live like you are there even when you are here




How do followers of Jesus live on earth as citizens of Heaven?

Remember...
- *God is Creator and King, not an American

*God is not Republican or Democrat or Independent

*God loves the world, including America

*God loves the world, not just America

*God loves the world, so He gave Jesus

*God loves America, so He gave Jesus

*If we love America, we should give Jesus



This week...

Ambassadors for Christ

2 Corinthians 5



Now He who prepared us for this very
purpose [to be with God in heaven after physical death]
is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge
[dppaBuiv arrabon “down payment”]. Therefore,
being always of good courage, and knowing
that while we are at home in the body [living in
mortal bodies on earth] we are absent from the
Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight—

2 Corinthians 5:5-7




for we walk by faith,
not by sight
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we are of good courage, | say, and prefer
rather to be absent from the body and to be
at home with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 5:8

Courage Bappew tharrheo

to be of good courage, to be of good cheer, to be bold

Home with the Lord... our citizenship is in heaven



Last week...

What does heaven look like?

Revelation chapters 21-22



Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no
longer any sea. And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a
bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice
from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is
among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall
be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no
longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning,
or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4



And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and

showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heav

en from

God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as

a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It had a great and high wall, wit
gates, and at the gates twelve angels; and nhames were written
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.

h twelve
on them,
There were

three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three gates on
the south and three gates on the west. And the wall of the city had

twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve name
twelve apostles of the Lamb. The one who spoke with me had
measuring rod to measure the city, and its gates and its wall. ]

s of the
a gold
"he city is

laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he
measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and

width and height are equal. Revelation 21:10-16



Revelatlon 21 2
4 saw the Holy Clty,
the new Jerusalem
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And he measured its wall, seventy-two yards, according to human
measurements, which are also angelic measurements. The material of
the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The
foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of
precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second,
sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx;
the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,
topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth,
amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the
gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass. | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty
and the Lamb are its temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of
the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp
is the Lamb. Revelation 21:17-23
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Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the
middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of
life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will
serve Him; they will see His face, and His name will be on
their foreheads. And there will no longer be any night; and
they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of
the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they
will reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:1-5
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Therefore we also have as our ambition,
whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to
Him. For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be
recompensed for his deeds in the body,

according to what he has done, whether good or
bad. 2 Corinthians 5:9-10

*In the America of today, how can followers of Jesus be pleasing
[ebapeotoc euarestos well pleasing, acceptable] to God?



New Testament age believers in the Savior Jesus

» After death, believers immediately go to Paradise

* mopadelooc [paradeisos] had the original meaning of “garden” or “hunting
ground”

* And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”
And He said to him, “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise.” Luke 23:42-43

* “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body | do
not know, or out of the body | do not know, God knows—such a man was
caught up to the third heaven. And | know how such a man—whether in the
body or apart from the body | do not know, God knows— was caught up into
Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to

speak.” 2 Corinthians 12:2-4
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The Judgment Seat of Christ does not
determine one’s salvation

“For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of vourselves, it is the gift of God;
not as a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:8-10




The Judgment Seat of Christ does
evaluate a person’s earthly deeds

“Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the
Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance.
It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For he who
does wrong will receive the conseqguences of the
wrong which he has done, and that without
partiality.” Colossians 3:23-25




The Judgment Seat of Christ does

evaluate a person’s earthly deeds

“For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will
show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire
itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s
work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss;

but he himself will be saved, vet so as through fire.”
1 Corinthians 3:11-15




Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord [we will all stand
before a holy God someday], we persuade men, but we are
made manifest to God; and | hope that we are made
manifest also in your consciences. We are not again
commending ourselves to you but are giving you an
occasion to be proud of us, so that you will have an
answer for those who take pride in appearance and not
in heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if
we are of sound mind, it is for you. 2 Corinthians 5:11-13

*Only a person who was utterly devoted to God would show so little regard for himself

- Bible Knowledge Commentary



For the love [aydnn agape... unconditional, benevolent love] of Christ

controls [ouvéxw sunecho... to hold together, to hold completely] US...
2 Corinthians 5:14a

Is this true in our lives?

What really controls us?

It should be the love of Christ.
Not the guilt of Christ

Not the professional advancement of Christ

Not the selfish desires of Christ



For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded
this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He
died for all [not just the “elect”], SO that they who live might
no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died
and rose again on their behalf. Therefore from now on
we recognize no one according to the flesh; even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh,

vet now we know Him in this way no longer.
2 Corinthians 5:14-16



What happens when we meet the Savior?

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a hew
Creature pesus sasid “bom again” to Nicodemus in 1ohn 331, the old things
passed away; behold, new things have come.

2 Corinthians 5:17

e “New” is Greek adjective katwvoc kainos

» Definitions: that which has come into being and was not previously present, new as to
form or quality, of different nature, new in quality not just in sequence

 Paul did NOT use Greek adjective véog neos which means “recent, updated, young”

* Kainos is new in kind and in contrast to what previously existed, so taking the place
thereof. In that sense kainos looks backward, while its synonym neos looks
forward. Kainos is equivalent to "not yet having been”; neos is "not having long been"
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What does a disunited, conflicted society need?

Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us
to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us
the word of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19

kataAAacow katallasso “return to favor with, be reconciled”



Reconciliation

1. Jesus earned our reconciliation with the Father by His death on the cross
2. We are offered reconciliation with God by faith in Jesus the Savior

3. After we receive reconciliation from God, we offer forgiveness (emotion)
and seek reconciliation (action)

4. Reconciliation follows repentance

5. Reconciliation is part of God’s eternal plan

*The future of the Jewish race depended on Joseph and his brothers being
reconciled (“preserve” in Genesis 45:7)
*Our future in heaven is dependent on us being reconciled to God by faith



Do you need to reconcile
with someone else?

Are you ready to be
reconciled to God?



When a nation needs to be reconciled to God, the
Heavenly Father chooses people for a mission

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were making an appeal through
us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:20




What is an ambassador?
npecPevw presbeuo

An ambassador is the President’s highest-ranking representative to
a specific nation or international organization abroad. An

effective ambassador has to be a strong leader—a good manager, a
resilient negotiator, and a respected representative of the United

Sta t es. https://diplomacy.state.gov/diplomacy/what-are-the-roles-of-a-diplomat/

An ambassador is an official envoy, especially a high-ranking
diplomat who represents a state and is usually accredited to
another sovereign state or to an international organization as the
resident representative of their own government or sovereign or
appointed for a special and often temporary diplomatic assignment.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador
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Reminders for Ambassadors

*Act as a representative from “we” to “they”
» Make friends/relationships... develop partnerships

*When you have to call out wrongs/lies... you still
need to be diplomatic

*The job is to make others feel good about your cause

-Elliott Chodoff



Questions that Ambassadors must answer

*\WWho are you representing?
* Not yourself or your favorite cause

*\What are you representing?
The will and wishes of the leader

*How are you representing?
*As if He Himself were speaking




Reminders for Ambassadors

*The boss picks you
+Know the boss well
* You must go public
*You speak on behalf of the boss

*What would your boss want you to help
people understand? See the next verse.



He [God the Father] made Him [God the Son] Who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that
we might become the righteousness of God in
Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21

e Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
oegotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
nave eternal life.” John 3:16

 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

*The heartbeat of Ambassadors for Christ is reconciliation with God



The Assignment for Ambassadors for Christ

*Receive the gift of salvation by faith
*Go public with your spiritual story
*Speak as if Jesus is speaking

*Explain to others how they may receive the
gift of reconciliation with God

Are you ready for the mission?



Heal our Land

We pray for your great healing on our land. Shine your face
on us dear God. We need you now, more than ever before.
Our times are in your hands. Thank you that you are rich in
mercy and full of grace. Thank you that you are forgiving and
merciful. Thank you that you are strong and mighty. Thank
yvou that you are for us and that you fight for us still today.
Bring honor to your Name, Oh Lord, for You alone are
worthy. - Debbie McDaniel

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/humble-prayers-for-healing-
america.html#:~:text=A%20Prayer%20for%20America%27s%20Future.%20Make%20us%20a,and%20color%20t0%20know% 20Your%20love%2C%20Your%20



https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/humble-prayers-for-healing-america.html#:~:text=A%20Prayer%20for%20America%27s%20Future.%20Make%20us%20a,and%20color%20to%20know%20Your%20love%2C%20Your%20




